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8 A Statement from Mukto-Mona: Bangladesh government squishing freedom of
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“Avijit Roy is a Bangladeshi freethinker, founder of Mukto-Mona, an
online platform for freethinkers, rationalists, skeptics, atheists, and
humanists of mainly Bengali and South Asian descent. The group includes
authors, scientists, philosophers, and human rights activists from around the
world, as well as at least two of the bloggers arrested in recent days. Roy
told IHEU:

"In February and March this year Bangladesh saw a popular movement
known as the Shahbag Movement or Protest. This was organized by
bloggers and on social networks, demanding justice over crimes against
humanity committed during the 1971 Bangladeesh Liberation War, in
which Jamaat-e-Islam and its leaders were strongly implicated. A section of
Islamists including Jamaat-e- Islam and Hifazat-e-1slam have since waged a
disinformation campaign to brand the bloggers ‘atheists’ and 'blasphemers’
and stir up anger and legal proceedings against them on that basis. With
these arrests, the government is now trying to appease these Islamists.

"The government has made a list of bloggers and online forum
participants who they labeled atheists and defamers of Islam. In an
interview given to popular press, a spokesperson for the government has
announced that the government will arrest and prosecute these "errant™
bloggers. Although there is no law against atheism in Bangladesh, the
government is persecuting these bloggers on charges of offending Islam
and its Prophet.

89 Arrests of "atheist bloggers" shows Bangladesh authorities are "walking into a
trap set by fundamentalists”, IHEU, 4 April, 2013
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Government thinks that if they put several freethinking bloggers in jail,
it will keep the fundamentalists happy for time being. The government has
taken this easy route to appease a handful of mullahs whose support they
need to win the upcoming election”.
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7 Richard Dawkins expounds the recipe analogy in The Blind Watchmaker (1986,

pp. 295-296):

“A recipe in a cookery book is not, in any sense, a blueprint for the cake that will
finally emerge from the oven.... a recipe is not a scale model, not a description of a
finished cake, not in any sense a point-for-point representation. It is a set of
instructions which, if obeyed in the right order, will result in a cake.

Now, we don’t yet understand everything, or even most things, about how animals
develop from fertilized eggs. Nevertheless, the indications are very strong that the
genes are much more like a recipe than like a blueprint. Indeed, the recipe analogy
is really rather a good one, while the blueprint analogy, although it is often
unthinkingly used in elementary textbooks, especially recent ones, is wrong in
almost every particular. Embryonic development is a process. It is an orderly
sequence of events, like the procedure for making a cake...

S0 BRI ERIETIE]

SIESH AR A @O el R a1 IR AR W
BT 1 (@¥ell | Bl @F 4RI (AT o, TS AR (ol
fatete spagfes oy wifpifers e |

o s <N eR o I @A AW, Ghle IS I
TCAFO! (L IFAOIER | QAW 4D, BRGNS A1 SR
T SIS AR | SR AT T8 Fr=Re, @ Freens quis e
A A IR AR 97 TS CRCEE! | CTAIMA (13 ReteT 2o
(AR (=08 ACF GTe= qt (&7 |

genome

foa: affe == rrtiw, @, Tawg @3 &=

I 21 i qr=ell =OTel W=k feees afSferisi et (@ Areel G617l
TR, ETBT @A & T Areal e F5re efsem, I A &
2T TG (AR | FofF fesa st qum @, IR F1gte se<eo!
fata ofaigfen wcoiR | fof @3 e e, ‘mnemonic gene’ 3

The genes, taken together, can be seen as a set of instructions for carrying out a
process, just as the words of a recipe, taken together, are a set of instructions for
carrying out a process”.
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5@ qCeTCRA” — ‘The answer, | believe, is that at some point in human
history, ideas began to meet and mate, to have sex with each other’.
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QUESTION: Why have you asked Muslims to target civilian
Americans all over the world? Islam prohibits its followers from
killing civilians in war?
BIN LADEN: If the Israelis are killing small children in Palestine
and the Americans are killing the innocent people in Irag, and if
the majority of the American people support their dissolute
president, this means the American people are fighting us and we
have the right to target them.

QUESTION: All Americans?

BIN LADEN Muslim scholars have issued a fatwa [a religious
order] against any American who pays taxes to his government. He
is our target, because he is helping the American war machine
against the Muslim nation.
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Rape victim sentenced 200 lashes by Saudi court

Government Topics / International Affairs / Saudi Arabia / Sharia Law / Lashes / Rape Victims
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"The victim's sentence was increased because her
lawyer had spoken out..."

When the defense attorney for a raped Saudi Arabian
woman appealed a Sharia Court decision that the
90-lash sentence against his client was unjust, all that

Timothy Whiteman | Wilmingten Conservative was succeeded was the more than doubling of the
_l‘\ Sa‘j‘ii o punishment meted out to the woman who was raped
- and beaten by seven men, as reported by the women's
rights-centered news portal The Clarion Project on
Sept. 22, 2013
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Atheism is characterized by an absence of belief in the existence

of gods. This absence of belief generally comes about either
through deliberate choice, or from an inherent inability to believe

religious teachings which seem literally incredible. It is not a lack
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of belief born out of simple ignorance of religious teachings.
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‘When we examine the components of the word ‘atheism,” we can
see this distinction more clearly. The word is made up of ‘a-’ and
‘-theism.” Theism, we will all agree, is a belief in a God or gods.
The prefix ‘a-’ can mean ‘not’ (or ‘no’ ) or ‘without’. If it means
‘not,” then we have as an atheist someone who is not a theist (i.e.,
someone who does not have a belief in a God or gods). If it means
‘without,” then an atheist is someone without theism, or without a
belief in God’. (Atheism and Rationalism, p. 3. Prometheus, 1980)
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According to its Greek roots, then, atheism is a negative view,
characterized by the absence of belief in God. (Atheism: A
Philosophical Justification’, p. 463.,Temple University Press,
1990)!
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‘If you believe in God and turn out to be incorrect, you have lost

nothing -- but if you don't believe in God and turn out to be

incorrect, you will go to hell. Therefore it is foolish to be an
atheist’.
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"Therefore only intellectually committed but critical nontheists
(nonbelievers) are genuinely good and will go to heaven.
Therefore, if a god exists, his silence and allowance of evil are
explained and justified by his plan to discover the only sorts of
people who deserve to populate heaven: sincere nontheists. And
this makes perfect sense of many mysteries, thus explaining what
theists struggle to explain themselves."
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"Many Agnostics, for example, have evaluated all the "proofs" for
God's existence, and all of the ‘proofs’ of God's non-existence.
They conclude that neither belief can be substantiated. They feel
that they cannot rationally believe in the existence or non-
existence of God; they must remain Agnostic. Under these
conditions, a person can only believe in God if they violate their
honesty. And God might punish a lack of honestly more severely

204 Richard Carrier, The End of Pascal's Wager: Only Nontheists Go to Heaven
(2002), http://infidels.org/library/modern/richard_carrier/heaven.html

205 Massimo Pigliucci, Pascal’s Wager: Is It Safer To Believe In God Even If There
Is No Proof That One Exists?, http://www.religioustolerance.org/pascal w.htm
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than not being able to believe in God.

It can also be argued that if people believe something on

insufficient evidence, that the result is the promoting of credulity -

- something that harms society. Again, that could be a sin that God

is particularly concerned about punishing."
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“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this

right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to

seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers.”
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